Elijah Thomas
[.ocal Pioneer

-By Stephen Thomas



Elijah Thomas

Elijah Thomas was my great, great, great grandfather. He was born
on January 22, 1815 in Rockingham, North Carolina. He was the fourth
of eleven children born to Henry and Esther Thomas. His family moved
to Mississippi after all the children were born when he was sixteen.
Elijah’s mother passed away shortly after arriving in Mississippi leaving
his father, Henry, with seven children younger than Elijah to take care
of. He was seventeen-years-old at the time. Elijah felt a responsibility to
help his father raise his younger brothers and sisters.

Henry Thomas was converted to the newly founded Mormon
Church and relocated his family to Nauvoo, Illinois when Elijah was
twenty-one. In Nauvoo, Elijah helped run the family blacksmith shop.
Eight years later, Elijah was converted to the Mormon faith and it
became a motivating force in his life. When the Mormons were kicked
out of [llinois, Elijah’s blacksmith shop was one that built wagons for
the pioneers.

Elijah followed the church in their movement west. It was during
this western movement when the government asked Brigham Young, the
leader of the Mormon Church, to furnish 500 men to help fight Mexico
in the war. Elijah was one of the volunteers. He was assigned to
company C of the Mormon Battalion and given a military issue musket,
which my grandfather still has. They made the longest march in military
history of over 2000 miles from Council Bluffs, Iowa to San Diego,
California.

During the march many men wore out their shoes and they often
did not have enough to eat. The Mexican army had built a fort in
Tucson. When the battalion arrived, they were ready to fight, but the
Mexican army had fled. The soldiers entered the fort and found a good
supply of beans. Their hunger got the best of them and they ate so many
beans they couldn’t march because they were so full.

When the soldiers finally arrived in San Diego they stayed for a
year as part of their enlistment and helped establish the town, building
many brick houses and a schoolhouse.
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