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MY GREAT- GRANDPA PACKER

My greatgrandpa, Clyde Parkinson Packer was an awesome man, fantastic fathetasuper
basketball player, and an incredilslgach and farmer. Gregtandpa was born on

February 2, 1892, in Franklin, Idaho. He was the third child of 12, born to Ossian "O.L."
Leonidas Packer and Annie, the daughter of Samuel Rose Parkinson, who was 1 of 13 men to
settle Franklin.

A popular famiy story happened when my gregandpa was only 5 years old. In 1897, his
parents had decided to try homesteading in the Madison County area; Marysville to be exact.
They loaded the wagons, hitched the horses and moved north. His father spent a lot of

time and hard work digging ditches, sagebrush, and building a log cabin for the family to live
in. After a freezing cold winter, Clyde's mom wanted to leave. Clyde's father made a trade. He
was able to move back to Cache Valley, have 80 acres along thRiBegrand a home with
enough land to raise a family.

During the move south, they had stopped to rest and eat. Except for mygraredia. He

was asleep in the back of the wagon, or buckboard. All of a sudden, the horses were
frightened. The horses toaif with the wagon with Clyde sleeping in the back. They had run

for over a mile, when the rear wheel fell off. His mother was upset and feared her son would



be dead for sure. Finally, the horses stopped after several miles and a lot of tears. Clyde slept
through it all and only memory would be the story retold Annie, his mother, knew he had
been blessed with guardian angels.

Clyde was taught to have strong spiritual beliefs, family relations, work habits, and to develop
his talents. He did that and excelléde married his sweetheart, Dora Merrill,

in the Logan, Utah Temple, in September 1914. She was a beauty and had brains too!

Clyde and Dora were teachers. His love for sports led him to University of Utah. He played
basketball for the "Utes" for 2 years.

Utah History will know my greagrandfather, because he led the "Utes" to the AAU National
Tournament, held in Chicago, lllinois. The date was March 16th, 1916. The Salt Lake Tribune
read,

"...Packer got his hand on the ball and shot the sphere fosUitzd'
and deciding basket. The count 28 to 27. Utah wins AAU National Championship and the
Utah 5 is the champion of the world."

My greatgrandpa shot the winning basket in the last 15 seconds of the game. This would be
U of U's 1st Championship. Whatamy didn't know, my dear gregtandmother was back in

Salt Lake City and gave birth to their firstborn son, Clyde Dean Packer, during the game.
Clyde and Dora would have 5 children, 3 sons, who became successful doctors, and 2
beautiful daughters.

In theFall of 1917, Clyde was hired by Ricks College, known now as Bdébo, and stayed

on for 22 years. Greafrandpa Packer had a huge impact on Athletics at Ricks and those who
he coached. He started the football prog@ached for 15 years, coached baskiéfbr 21

years, track & field for 13 years, and also coached tennis too.

Clyde loved sports, but times were very difficult. He had been farming on the side, but money
was scarce. My gregfrandpa retired from Ricks in 1939, purchased more land ifhettoa

& Green Canyon area.. He survived through the great depression and made his fortune during
World War 1I.

Remember the Teton Flood Disaster in Idaho? This was the land of myggaedpa's. When

he sold the property in his older years, he warndtwill never hold!" He meant that the

soil was perfect and rich for farming, but not for dams.

There are many cool stories of him and my grandpa, Preston Merrill Packer, who passed away
in 2008. Clyde Parkinson Packer passed away on April 17th, 19@pfcbage. Ricks

College (BYUldaho) established an award in his honor, known as

CLYDE P. PACKER IDEAL MALE ATHLETE AWARD. My uncle,

Preston Berrett Packer, received this award while at Ricks. My-graatipa handed the

award to him with a firm "Packer'amdshake and a huge hug.

| am proud to have and be part of such a wonderful legacy that they have left behind. | hope |
can make them proud of me.



CLYDE PARKINSON PACKER

1916

circa



AAU NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
MARCH 16, 1916



