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My great, great, great Grandpa Joseph A. Ernst was born on December 10, 1836 in Prussia. 

Prussia used to be the name of the kingdom and state of Germany. Joseph came to America 

and married Adeline Hechinger in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1865. They moved to Ste. Genevieve, 

Missouri and settled there. Ste. Genevieve was originally settled by the French. It was the first 

permanent 'civilized' settlement in Missouri. Later, German Catholics and Lutherans moved 

onto the hills around Ste. Genevieve and the Ernst family became an important part of its 

history. 

 

Joseph started the first newspaper in the area called, The Ste. Genevieve Herald. My mom 

and uncles have been to Ste. Genevieve and seen the Catholic Church and the building where 

the paper was printed. My mother has told me about the stained glass windows in the old 

church that have some of her ancestor's names engraved on the glass. And she has seen the 

little font where her dad was baptized as a baby. She has also seen the little white house 

where my grandpa Marvin was born in 1932. Ste. Genevieve is on the great Mississippi River 

and my Grandpa Marvin worked on a steamboat when he was young. Joseph A Ernst served 

as the sheriff of the community and actually kept the prisoners in the basement of their home. 

 

My Uncle Verne, who lives in Georgia, has photo copies of the newspaper, including 

advertisements about the famous outlaw Jessie James. One of the newspapers also says, 

"Joseph Ernst-Publisher-May 6, 1882." The newspaper was published in two languages, 

German and English. This was done because the parents wanted their children to learn 

English even though most of them only spoke German. Uncle Verne also has a copy of an 

obituary of Frank J.A. Ernst, who was Joseph's son, my great, great grandpa. Frank became 

the editor of the newspaper after Joseph died. I think it is pretty cool that he made a 

newspaper in two different languages and that he kept prisoners in the basement of his home! 

He was a really interesting man. My Grandpa Marvin grew up in Ste. Genevieve and worked 

in the family newspaper business with my great Grandpa Valle' until his family moved to 

California when he was a teenager. My mom says my Grandpa liked spelling and she likes it 

and so do I. That makes me feel closer to my ancestors because we all have something in 

common, since my great, great, great Grandpa Joseph was probably a good speller, too. 

 

I also learned that my great, great, great Grandpa Joseph celebrated a Bill of Rights Day. This 

means he really loved our country. My Grandpa Marvin also really loved our country when 

he was alive and taught my mom to love our country too. I am a Cub Scout and I am learning 

to love my country just like all of my ancestors who came to America to be free. I am so glad 

they came. They worked really hard to be good citizens and I want to follow their example 

and make them proud. My ancestors were Catholic and I am a Latter-Day Saint. My ancestors 

wanted to be religious and worship God. Even though my Grandpa Marvin joined the 

Mormon Church, he taught my mom's family to love the Catholic Church because of his 

ancestors. I am very proud to be the great, great, great grandson of Joseph A. Ernst and hope 

my grandkids will like being related to me, too. 



 

 

 

 



 


