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My great, great, great Grandpa Joseph A. Ernst was born on December 10, 1836 in Prussia.
Prussia used to be the name of the kingdom and state of Germany. Joseph came to America
and marriedAdeline Hechinger in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1865. They moved to Ste. Genevieve,
Missouri and settled there. Ste. Genevieve was originally settled by the French. It was the first
permanent ‘civilized' settlement in Missouri. Later, German Catholics and Lnghaved

onto the hills around Ste. Genevieve and the Ernst family became an important part of its
history.

Joseph started the first newspaper in the area called, The Ste. Genevieve Herald. My mom
and uncles have been to Ste. Genevieve and seen thei€@tinaich and the building where

the paper was printed. My mother has told me about the stained glass windows in the old
church that have some of her ancestor's names engraved on the glass. And she has seen the
little font where her dad was baptized asahyb She has also seen the little white house

where my grandpa Marvin was born in 1932. Ste. Genevieve is on the great Mississippi River
and my Grandpa Marvin worked on a steamboat when he was young. Joseph A Ernst served
as the sheriff of the community duiactually kept the prisoners in the basement of their home.

My Uncle Verne, who lives in Georgia, has photo copies of the newspaper, including
advertisements about the famous outlaw Jessie James. One of the newspapers also says,
"Joseph ErnsPublisherMay 6, 1882." The newspaper was published in two languages,
German and English. This was done because the parents wanted their children to learn
English even though most of them only spoke German. Uncle Verne also has a copy of an
obituary of Frank J.A. Est, who was Joseph's son, my great, great grandpa. Frank became
the editor of the newspaper after Joseph died. | think it is pretty cool that he made a
newspaper in two different languages and that he kept prisoners in the basement of his home!
He was a rally interesting man. My Grandpa Marvin grew up in Ste. Genevieve and worked
in the family newspaper business with my great Grandpa Valle' until his family moved to
California when he was a teenager. My mom says my Grandpa liked spelling and she likes it
and so do I. That makes me feel closer to my ancestors because we all have something in
common, since my great, great, great Grandpa Joseph was probably a good speller, too.

| also learned that my great, great, great Grandpa Joseph celebrated a BhiteTRig This

means he really loved our country. My Grandpa Marvin also really loved our country when

he was alive and taught my mom to love our country too. | am a Cub Scout and | am learning
to love my country just like all of my ancestors who came teAra to be free. | am so glad

they came. They worked really hard to be good citizens and | want to follow their example

and make them proud. My ancestors were Catholic and | am a-DatyeBaint. My ancestors
wanted to be religious and worship God. Ettlesugh my Grandpa Marvin joined the

Mormon Church, he taught my mom's family to love the Catholic Church because of his
ancestors. | am very proud to be the great, great, great grandson of Joseph A. Ernst and hope
my grandkids willike being related to meoo.



Ste. Genevieve Herald observing 125th

Weekly remained in founding family’s control for first 87 years

his year the Ste. Genevieve Herald

I is observing the 125th anniversa-

ry of its founding and is celebrati-

ing its long history of recording the life
of Ste. Genevieve city and county.

The founder, Joseph A. Ernst, didn’t

start as a newsman. A German immi-

grant who first lived

and relatives who visited here. The pages
recorded the sale of horses and the elec-
tion of city and county officials.
Seventy-five years before that, Joseph
Ernst put it this way: “The Herald is
devoted to the interest of Ste. Genevieve
County and neighborhood, and no ef-
fort will be

in Alton, Ill., Ernst
worked as a school

Site. Genevieve Herald

spared to
make it a

teacher.

In about 1868 Ernst brought his fam-
ily to Ste. Genevieve County, where he
continued to teach.

Ernst was involved in at least one jour-
nalistic enterprise here before founding
the Herald. He first edited a short-lived
paper called The Little Giant before
founding the Ste. Genevieve Herald.

Volume 1, Number 1 of the Herald
appeared on May 6, 1882. (Over the
years, the Heralds system of number-
ing changed and February is now the
official date for marking the beginning
and end of a publishing year. When the
100th anniversary was celebrated, no
one could determine the reason for the
discrepancy.)

Ernst quit teaching in 1886 to spend
full time on newspaper.

The first issue of the Herald was de-
livered by mail bearing the message that
the newspaper was being sent “to all the
friends whom we can call to memory.”

te. Genevieve had a predominantly

German population by the 1880s,
and Ernst printed the news in both Ger-
man and English. The little four-page
weekly was packed with local news.

To the right of the Old English flag
(the same that appears today) stood the
assertion that the publication was “de-
voted to home news and miscellaneous
reading, carefully selected for the family
circle.”

The Herald carried a listing of ev-
ery local public official on the front
page every week. It carried notices and
schedules for services at the community’s
churches, reported births, deaths, wed-
dings and social gatherings; printed the
names of school graduates and friends

welcome
guest at every home and fireside.”

Ernst created and maintained a tra-
dition that combined fiesty reportage
with avid community boosterism. He
frequently expressed himself in fiery
news reports and editorials.

In the second issue, this report ap-
peared: “The temperance agitators of
Ste. Genevieve were brought to a sudden
stand-still by a whole-souled gentleman

who had the moral courage to tear the
subscription sheet, presented to him for
his signature, to pieces. Glory to you,
John. If everybody would do like you,
there would be no more smirking tem-
perance apostles who take their own glass
but would prevent others from enjoying
the same privilege.”

Ernst stayed at the Herald’s helm until
1916, when he passed control of the
paper to his son, Frank J.A. Ernst. Frank
ran the paper until the mid-1930s, when
his son, Frank Jr. took over.

The youngest Ernst continued the
family tradition until his death in 1954.
His widow, Katherine, took over as edi-
tor and publisher, filling the post until
1969, when for the first time in the 87
years since its founding, the paper came
under ownership by someone outside
the family.



The beautiful Ste. Genevieve Catholic Church, Located at Merchant St. and Dubourg Place. The cornerstone was laid Apr. 20,
1876 and the 14-ft. Cross was placed atop the steeple Nov. 1, 1879. It stands on the site of the original log church believed tof[*
have been built c. 1754 near the river at le grand champ and later moved to this site in 1794. A later stone church replaced it in
1837. The current church was built around that stone structure.

In an editorial in 7he Ste. Genevieve Fair Play in 1874 calling for a new church to be built, the writer enivisioned it thus: "Let us
add to it a steeple that will tower and rise toward heaven, and a cross upon its summit that will overlook everything also made by
the hands of men of our town, and shine with approbation to the surrounding country."{|




