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WIFE VERA JONES BORN IN ST.GEORGE, UTAH 
 

I WAS BORN JUNE 25, 1928 IN ST. GEORGE, UTAH To 
ANDREW NORDFORS SEITZ AND DELILAH  LEAVITr. I 
WAS RAISED IN VEYO AND OUR FIRST HOME WAS A 
TWO ROOM HOUSE.- WHEN I WAS ONE YEAR OLD WE 
MOVED TO PANACA, NEVADA BUT ONLY STAYED A 
SHORT TIME AND MOVED BACK TO VEYO. MY FATHER 
GOT A JOB WITH SOUTHERN UTAH POWER CO. AND 
WE MOVED TO THE #2 PLANT JUST OUT OF VEYO. WE 
LIVED AT BOTH #2 AND #3, WHICH IS NOW CALLED 
SANDCOVE. WHEN WE LIVED AT #2,1 WENT TO 
SCHOOL AT VEYO AND AT #31 WENT TO GUNLOCK. I 
HAD TO WALK FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL WHERE THE STAND PIPE IS, DOWN PAST 
THE GUNLOCK PLANT TO THE SCHOOL, AND CLIMB BACK UP THE HILL AFTER SCHOOL. 
THERE WAS NO ROAD ON DOWN TO GUNLOCK AT THAT TIME FROM SANDCOVE. 

 
WHEN I WAS QUITE LITTLE MY DAD TOLD ME THAT IF I ALWAYS TOLD THE TRUTH 
THAT I WOULD NOT GET A SPANKING. I REMEMBER OF ONE TIME THAT HE WOULD 
HAVE LIKED TO GO BACK ON HIS WORD. HE HAD A BUNCH OF SACKS OF GRAIN PILED 
ON THE PORCH. I TOOK MY HANDY LITTLE HATCHET AND CUT A HOLE IN EVERY ONE 
OF THEM. WHENHE ASK ME IF I DID IT, ITOLDHIMYES, AND IDIDNT GETA SPANKING. 

 
ANOTHER TIME MY COUSIN AND I SET FIRE TO THE OLD POLE CELLER AT #3. WE JUST 
BUILT US A FIRE IN THE OLD STOVE THAT WAS IN STORAGE THERE. 

 
ANOTHER TIME I HAD GO l TEN A NEW BIRDLE, OUR HORSES WERE IN DIAMOND 
VALLEY SO I SET OUT A FOOT TO RIDE MY HORSE. I WAS GONE A LONG TIME AND MY 
PARENTS WERE FRANTIC TRYING TO FIND ME. 

 
-WHEN I WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD, DADDY GOT A PROMOTION TO DISTRIC MANAGER OF 
THE ENTERPRISE DIVISION AND WE MOVED BACK TO VEYO. ON JUNE 8,1937 DADDY 
WAS KILLED ON THE POWER LINE AT PINTO, LEAVING MY MOTHER WITH MYSELF, MY 
BROTHER JACK, FOUR AND A HALF AND MY SISTER VIOLA JUST TWO. MY SISTER lONE 
WAS BORN ON JIJLY 4TH JUST A MONTH AFTER DADDY DIED. THIS LEFT ME “THE MAN 
OF THE HOUSE” AND MY MOTHER NEVER REMARRIED. 
                S DEATH.. MOTHER SOLD THE RANCH IN DIAMOND VALLEY FOR AN 
ORCHARD IN VEYO NEXT TO OUR HOUSE. SHE TOOK THE INSURANCE MONEY AND 
ADDED ON TO THE TWO ROOMS AND MADE A LOVELY HOME FOR US. SHE WAS ABLE 
TO GET THE POST OFFFICE AND BUILT A SMALL OFFICE IN THE CORNER OF OUR LOT. 
WITH THIS SMALL INCOME, THE ORCHARD AND SOME COWS, AND WHAT WORK I 
COULD GET IN THE SUMMERS AND WEEK-ENDS WORKING ON THE FARMS AND 
RANCHES, WE WERE ABLE TO GET BY.BEFORE I COMPLETED THE 9TH GRADE OF 
SCHOOL I FELT IT WAS A HARDSIIIP ON MY MOTHER TO KEEP ME IN SCHOOL SO I QUIT 
AND WENT TO WORK ON THE FARMS AND RANCHES FOR MY GRANDFATHER AND 
UNCLES. I REMEMBER THE FIRST TIME I STAYED ALONE IN OX VALLEY. IT WAS FINE IN 
THE DAY TIME BUT AT NIGHT I COULD HEAR EVERY SOUND, A COW BAWL ACROSS THE 
VALLEY OR A COYOTE CALL WAS VERY FRIGHTENING TO ME AS I WAS ONLY ABOUT 
ELEVEN YEARS OLD AT THE TIME. 

 
WHEN WORLD WAR #2 CAME ALONG I WAS TOO YOUNG TO GO IN THE SERVICE SO 
WHEN I WAS 16 YEARS OLD I WAS RUNNING THREE FARMS, IN DIAMOND VALLEY, 
VEYO AND OX VALLEY. MY UNCLES WERE IN THE SERVICE AND MY GRANDFATHER 
LEAVITT WHO OWNED THE FARMS WAS IN VERY POOR HEALTH SO HE COULD NOT 
HELP MUCH. IT WAS HARD TO FIND ANY HELP. WHEN THE WAR WAS OVER, GRANDPA P 

ASSED AWAY AND GRANDMA SOLD THE FARMS.  
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I WORKED IN ST. GEORGE AND MESQUITE, NV. FOR AWHILE THEN WENT TO WORK ON 
THE SMITH RANCH JUST ABOVE VEYO. WHEN WINTER SET IN I WAS LAID OFF SO IN 
DECEMBER 1946 I JOINED THE ARMY. 
 
AFTER BASIC TRAINING IN FORT ORD, CALIF. WE GOT A SHORT LEAVE THEN REPORTED 
TO CAMP KILMAN NJ. FROM THERE WE WERE SHIPPED TO GERMANY. IN GERMANY I 
WORKED AS AN M.P. AND PRISON GUARD IN MANHIEM, AND HIDELBURG. WHEN I 
RETURNED HOME I WORKED IN CONSTRUCTION DRIVING TRUCK. 
IN THE FALL OF 1948 I STARTED WORK FOR SOUTHERN UTAH POWER CO. AS A HYDRO 
OPERATOR IN 1950 I WAS CALLED BACK IN THE ARMY AND WORKED AS A PRISON 
GUARD AT CAMP STONEMAN, CALIF. HERE MANY OF OUR PRISONERS WERE SCHEDULED 
TO GO OVER SEAS SO JUST BEFORE TIME WAS UP WE WOULD TAKE THEM TO SAN 
FRANCISCO BY BOAT OR BUS AND PUT THEM ON A SHIP. AFTER THEY GOT SO FAR OUT 
TO SEA THEY WERE GIVEN FREEDOM OF THE SHIP. 
AFTER MY DISCHARGE I WENT BACK TO WORK FOR THE POWER CO. 
 
IN 1955 VERA AND I WERE MARRIED AND WE MOVED TO #2 POWER PLANT. WE SPENT 
TWO HAPPY YEARS THERE. THEN THE COMPANY BEGAN AUTOMATING THE PLANTS 
AND WE WENT TO CALIFORNIA LOOKING FOR A JOB. I HIRED ON WITH CALIFORNIC 
ELECTRIC JUST WEST OF LEE VINING. THIS BEGAN OUR LIFE IN CALIFORNIA AND THE 
BEAUTIFUL SIERRA MOUNTAINS. 
WE LIVED HIGH ON THE MOUNTAINS AND HAD MANY EXPERIENCES WITH THE SNOW. 
WE MOVED MANY TIMES, TRANSFERING FROM ONE PLANT TO ANOTHER, LIVING NEAR 
LEE VINING, JUNE LAKE, BISHOP, KERNVILLE, AND THE MOUNTAINS OUT OF FRESNO IN 
THE BIG CREEK AREA. FINALLY TRANSFERING TO HOOVER DAM WHERE I RETIRED IN 
1987. 
WE MOVED BACK TO VEYO IN 1991, THEN TO ST. GEORGE IN 2000. 
 
WE HAVE FOUR CHILDREN, NINETEEN GRANDCHILDREN AND SIX GREAT- 
GRANDCHILDREN. WE ARE ENJOYING RETIREMENT AND OUR HORSES. I RIDE EVERY 
CHANCE I GET. WE ENJOY GETTING TOGETHER WITH OUR FAMILY AND SPOILING OUR 
GRANDCHILDREN. 
WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ACTIVE IN CHURCH AND I HAVE SERVED IN THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL, BRANCH PRESIDENT AND FINANCIAL CLERK UNDER THREE BISHOPS. 
 
THE MOST MEMORABLE EVENT IN MY LIFE WAS PROBABLY THE DEATH OF MY FATHER AND MOST 
RECENTLY WHEN THE TRACTOR RUN OVER ME. 
 
MY EDUCATION HAS BEEN MOSTLY THE HARD KNOCKS OF LIFE, ON THE JOB TRAINING, LEARNING FROM 
NECESSITY AND SOME CORISPONDANCE CLASSES. 


