
Tour Tip:  Tour #1 will include a photo opportunity at the Jacob Hamblin Home in Santa Clara 

Jacob 

Hamblin 

a Friend to 

the Indians 
 

When Jacob Hamblin was a young man he had 

a very spiritual experience. He believed he was 

told that he was to work with the Indians for 

their betterment and for peace between the 

tribes and the whites. He was told that as long 

as he did not shed one drop of Indian blood he 

could not be harmed. In 1854, soon after the 

experience, Brigham Young called him to a 

lifelong mission to the Lamanites (the 

Mormon name for Indians). He felt that his 

experience was indeed divinely inspired. That 

he was successful can be attested to by the 

number of treaties he was able to bring about 

in Arizona and New Mexico as well as Utah. 
 

he pioneer home of Jacob Hamblin is often 
referred to as the most authentic pioneer 
structure in the state as well as all of the 
West. 

In 1854 he was called to help settle Santa Clara and 
lived in the Fort until the flood of 1861 washed 
everything away and then he started to build the 
rock house on the hill which has endured to the 
present time. The building was mostly constructed 
from material found on the hillside back of the 
house. The lumber was secured from a sawmill in 
Pine Valley. When it was finished in 1862 it was 
the largest house in southern Utah. The house 
originally had two rooms on the ground floor. They 
were furnished with a fireplace, a bed, a table, and 
a settee. Upstairs there was one large room and a 
wide porch. It was called the weaving room for the 
Hamblin women excelled in this art. It was also 
used for many other purposes such as dances and 
school. A cool storage room was dug into the hill to 
provide storage for the provisions they brought 
from their ranch in the higher regions. 

The family tells a story of how the room 
off from the upstairs was built. Originally the 
upstairs was divided by a curtain at nightfall. One 
side was for the girls and one was for the boys. 
One time the girls prepared a petition for their 
homecoming father stating they were too old to 
have their brothers just through the curtains. The 
amused Jacob set the boys to building it the next 
morning. 

Although Hamblin married four times and 

sired twenty four children, no 
more than two wives and 
twelve children occupied the 
home at one time. Family 
legend has it that when 
church authorities suggested 
Hamblin also take an Indian 
wife, his reply was, “When 
one of you gentlemen do, I 
will.” 

He was called to 
Kanab in 1869 and the house 

passed into the 
family of Samuel 
Knight who lived 
in it until recent 
years. It has now 
been restored and 
is open for tours 
daily as part of the 
LDS historic sites 
mission. n 
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