Who Really Chose the
Location for the St.
George Temple?

David Henry Cannon, Jr., one of the first
settlers in St. George related the
following experience many years after
the St. George Temple was built.

so far as | know, who heard and saw what |

am about to relate. At the time...l was a lad of
11 yrs, all-seeing and all-hearing, and drove a
team hitched to a scraper.

President Brigham Young had written to
Robert Gardner, president of the stake high
council. In this letter he expressed a wish that a
Temple be built in St. George. Also, that
Brother Gardner select a few leading brethren,
and, as a group, visit sites where it might be best
to build the Temple. This they did. Visiting
spots each thought might be best. They could
not agree, and so informed President Young

President Young, arriving later,
somewhat impatiently chided them, and at the
same time asked them to get into their wagons,
or whatever else they had, and with him find a
location (site).

To the south they finally stopped.

"But, Brother Young," protested the
men, "This land is boggy. After a storm, and for
several months of the year, no one can drive
across the land without horses and wagons
sinking way down. There is no place to build a
foundation."

"We will make a foundation," said
President Young.

Later on while plowing and scraping
where the foundation was to be, my horse's leg
broke through the ground into a spring of water.
The brethren then wanted to move the
foundation line twelve feet to the south, so that
the spring of water would be on the outside of
the Temple.

I am 82 yrs old... | am the only living person,

"But, Brother Young," protested the
men, "This land is boggy. After a
storm, and for several months of the
year, no one can drive across the
land without horses and wagons
sinking way down. There is no place
to build a foundation."

"Not so," replied President Young. "We
will wall it up and leave it here for some future
use. But we cannot move the foundation. This
spot was dedicated by the Nephites. They could
not build it (the Temple), but we can and will
build it for them."

To this day the water from that very spring
IS running through a drain properly built. &



