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FOR THE YEAR 2009 
 

 

The new officers and board members were installed at the Chapter meeting on December 

9, 2008 and took office on January 1, 2009.  The board was installed by Robert Horrocks, 

National Area Vice President for Southwestern Utah. The following officers and directors 

served during 2009: 

 

President:  Stanley Fisher   

President Elect: Roland Lee 

Past President:  Robert Webb   

Secretary:  Gale Hamelwright/John Matthews 

Treasurer:  Mel Duehlmeier  

Director:  David Summerhays     Communications 

Director:   Robert Thornley/Wayne Pace   Community Involvement 

Director:  Dean Terry     Development/Fundraising 

Director:  Allen Hackworth    Member Services 

Director:  Don Burton     Pioneer History 

Director:  David Rogers                 Trails & Markers: 

    

 

Most officers, directors and 

committee chairman served the full 

year and contributed to the success 

of the chapter.  A copy of the 

Cotton Mission Chapter 

organizational chart dated 2 

February 2009 identifying all 

officers, directors, committee 

chairman and committee members 

is included in appendix A on page 

20  Also are copies of the members 

recorded on 1 Jan 2009 and 4 Jan 

2010 are included in appendix A.  This information is only included in the hard copy of 

the history. 

 

Twelve (12) monthly newsletters were published during the year and are included in 

appendix B on page 27.   

 

Eleven (11) board meetings were held during the year and copies of the minutes are 

included in appendix C on page 58. 

   

.   
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Membership 

 

The year began with a total of seventy-nine (79) chapter members.  By the end of the 

year, a total of eighty-one (81) members were enrolled.  Significant efforts by the 

member retention committee and chapter members helped to update and correct the 

chapter roster of members during the year.  Seventeen (17) members were removed from 

the roster, three (3) passing away and fourteen (14) dropping out of the chapter.  A total 

of nineteen (19) new members were added to the chapter during the year.  All members 

that were willing to serve in various capacities were assigned to the various committees. 

 

The three (3) chapter members passing away during the year included Don Forshee, 

Robert Harris and Cliff Spendlove. 
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Chapter Meetings 
 

Formal Chapter Dinner Meetings were held were held on the third Tuesday of the month 

in January, February, April, June, July, August, November and December.  A dinner was 

served and was usually accompanied by entertainment and a program speaker.  The 

meetings were enjoyed by all attendees and were of high quality and very educational and 

informative.  A summary of the meeting highlights is as follows: 

 

January:    
 

The January meeting was held at Stahleiôs Town Hall in Washington, Utah.  Music was 

arranged and presented by Abe Young. 

 

The featured speaker was Gracia Jones, great-great grand daughter of Joseph Smith.  She 

told an engaging tale of her world travels and family history, beginning with her girlhood 

memories of life with her family on the eastern plains of Montana.  Surprisingly, she 

knew nothing of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, the Mormons. 

 

The mention of the word, ñMormonò or anything about the LDS church or Joseph Smith 

was forbidden in the household.  A strange tale, indeed, since she was a direct descendant 

of the Founder.  As she grew to womanhood, the ban did not prevent her from attending a 

church social at the local branch.   

 

She found a welcoming group of members who were 

happy to have her company.  Missionaries gave her a 

Book of Mormon.  Her father questioned what she was 

reading, but didnôt forbid it.  He cautioned her not to 

become involved with the Mormons. 

      

Human nature being what it is, the book convinced her 

otherwise and she sought out the missionaries to hear the 

lessons.  When she was old enough to leave home, she 

made her way to Great Falls and was baptized a member 

of the church at age 18.  She decided then and there that a 

lifetime mission was her calling.  However, the prejudice 

against Mormons and what she had done continued in 

Montana.  She eventually chose to move her eight 

children to southern Utah.  Fate and her new surroundings 

made her acquainted with a man named Ivor Jones.  In due time, they were married. Ivor 

had ten children and thus they raised a family of 18 children.  They now have 75 

grandchildren and many great grandchildren. Her family tree numbers more that 500, in 

places as far away as Australia, as the story goes. 

 

She described her most important accomplishment as having forged a bridge of peace and 

harmony between the families of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young, bringing a close to 
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the disharmony and misunderstanding that had existed for generations. Gracia and Iver 

have made ñmission for lifeò, their life, according to the story. 

 

David Rogers gave a short pioneer sketch on one of his ancestors, John Pack.  David 

traced his life from Western New York, to Ohio, Illinois, Iowa, back to Nauvoo, Winter 

Quarters and Salt Lake City.  He was a member of the Brigham Young Company, first to 

enter the Salt Lake Valley on 24 Jul 1847.  His example of sacrifice, commitment, 

perseverance and obedience was typical of so many early pioneers  

 

February:  

 

The February meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was 

held at Staheliôs.   President Stan Fisher presided and conducted the meeting.  Abe Young 

gave a ñMoment in Historyò. He told of a young man who came to the Cotton Mission 

where there were a number of young girls working. He got up in front of them and 

announced that he had come to find a wife. He then invited the girls to take a good look 

at him and see if they found anything they liked. He returned home with a wife.  

The entertainment was provided by Doris Amberlin and Lynette Taylor. The two took 

turns at the piano as they sang several duets and solos. 

  

The speaker was Dr. Daniel C. Peterson 

from BYU. He is a professor of Islamic 

Studies and Arabic in the Department of 

Asian and Near Eastern Languages. He has 

studied in Jerusalem and Cairo. He talked on 

"The Revelations of Joseph Smith" and how 

they have restored ancient doctrines. More 

and more, the Book of Mormon appears to 

fit the ancient world from which it claims to 

have emerged.  He gave numerous examples 

where the Book of Mormon and the Book of 

Abraham claims are supported by ancient 

records and practices. The very fact that the 

records of the Book of Mormon were 

recorded on metal plates was originally questioned. In fact, it was an authentic ancient 

practice which took place at precisely the time and place from which the Book of 

Mormon people originated. 

  

He then talked about names such as Abish, Ammonihah, Muloki, Hagoth, Jarom, and 

Himni that are unique to the Book of Mormon. Many are unknown to the Bible. They 

have now been supported by studies of ancient materials. Even the name of Lehiôs wife, 

Sariah, previously invisible outside the Book of Mormon has now been found in ancient 

Jewish documents from Egypt. 

 

Another claim of the Book of Mormon involves a form of speech commonly used in 

ancient Hebrew. These Hebrew constructions appeared in the 1830 edition of the Book of 



 6 

Mormon. They were removed from later printings to make the book more readable in 

English. They are called conditional sentences that begin with the hypothetical "if". A 

result clause then follows. Many times the result clause begins with "then" which may be 

omitted. In Hebrew, the result clause began with "and". Helaman is full of "if-and" 

sentences. Itôs difficult to imagine Joseph Smith producing "if-and" sentences. Yet they 

are perfectly acceptable Hebrew.  In the third chapter of the Book of Abraham, we find 

what might be called "Abrahamic astronomy". Abraham was shown the various features 

of the heavens. This is not recorded in the account of Abrahamôs life in Genesis from the 

Bible. The first century Jewish historian, Jospehus, described Abraham as "a man 

righteous and great and skillful in the celestial science.  The translation and dictation of 

the Book of Mormon took approximately 63 days. It would have been impossible for the 

unschooled Joseph Smith to have researched all of the unique claims of the Book of 

Mormon in that 63 days. The conclusion must be that Joseph Smith translated the ancient 

records by the gift and power of God. 

  

A very entertaining and informative evening was enjoyed by those in attendance.  
 

April:  

 

The April meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was held 

at Staheliôs in Washington.   President Stan Fisher presided and conducted the meeting. 

 

Awards of $500.00 were given to each of six high school seniors from local high schools. 

Those awarded best exemplified, through specific acts, the ideals and character traits of 

the pioneers, of faith, courage, endurance, and family values and by overcoming 

obstacles and demonstrating scholarly ability adequate for success in college.  

Those awarded and their 

schools are: -Sydnee 

Nicholas (Desert Hills), 

Megan Bedford (Dixie), 

Chelsea Gardner (Enterprise) 

Lacee K. Perkins (Millcreek) 

Jordan Paul Nielson (Pine 

View) and Kelsi Moore 

(Snow Canyon).    

Entertainment for the evening 

was provided by a violin trio 

made up of Dr. Norman 

Fawson, his son Brad and 

daughter Rachel.  

 

 

Don Burton told the group the story of John Burton, the first black (African American) 

pioneer in the Parowan, Southern Utah and the Iron County Mission in 1851 and the 

example of love and sacrifice he demonstrated in difficult times.   
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Rob Goulding, Vice-Principal of Desert Hills High School spoke on perseverance being 

the key to success in congratulating the scholarship recipients. 

 

June:  

 

The June meeting was held at the Stahleiôs Town Hall in Washington, Utah.  President 

Stan Fisher presided and conducted the meeting.  Musical entertainment was arranged by 

Abe Young and provided by Valerie Wainwright and Pat Eckman. Valerie, accompanied 

by Pat sang three operatic songs that thrilled the chapter members. 

 

At the meeting, Russ Bateman and Eldon Hafen were recognized and presented with 

Modern Pioneer Awards. The tribute to Russ was presented by William Critchlow, 

former Director of the Visitors Center and Historic Sites.  Eldonôs tribute was presented 

by his daughter Shauna Oliver.  The tributes to these men outlined their years of service, 

accomplishment and integrity that exemplified the examples of the early pioneers. 

 

Roland Lee gave a pioneer 

sketch on one of his ancestors, 

James Henry Long.  Roland 

traced his life from Kirtland to 

Nauvoo to San Bernadino, and 

back to Utah to help defend 

against Johnsonôs army.  He 

ended up in Lyman, Wyoming 

where he died.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

July:  

 

The July dinner meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was 

held at Stahelôs in Washington on July 12, 2009.  Musical arrangements we made by Abe 

Young and was provided y Emily Whitney.  She sang several of the ñolder generation 

favoritesò including Counting my Blessings Instead of Sheep, Just Like Me, and Youôll 

Never Know Just How Much I Love You. 

 

The guest speaker at the dinner was Dr. Jeff Rogers, whose ancestors, the Rogers and 

Snows, helped establish Pine Valley.  He outlined several of their early experiences, 

hardships endured, and examples set of integrity, hard work, sacrifice, determination, 

perseverance, and the commitment pattern they set. 
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Dr. Rogers expressed how grateful he was for their 

examples and how, as a young married student attending 

medical school at the University of Utah, he was able to 

obtain a loan from a bank, secured by the reputation of 

integrity of his ancestors, which allowed him to 

complete his schooling.  He then used experiences he 

has seen in the lives of others who have not had 

embraced the qualities, exemplified by the early 

pioneers and the resulting problems in their own lives. 

 

In closing he expressed concern over the examples 

being set for the younger generations and asked all 

attending to teach our posterity the principles of 

integrity, hard work, sacrifice, determination, 

commitment pattern and perseverance. 

 

Charles Summerhays gave a pioneer sketch of one of his ancestors, John Pack.  He traced 

his life from Canada to New York, Kirtland, Ohio, Far West, Missouri, Nauvoo, Illinois, 

Winter Quarters and then on to the Salt Lake Valley as one of the leaders in the first 

company.  John Pact is represented on the ñThis is The Place Monumentò on his horse.  

 

August:  

 

The August dinner meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers 

was held at the Terryôs Twin Springs Ranch just South of Enterprise off Highway 18.  

Dean and Carol Terry hosted and catered the party.  Funds received for the dinner along 

with other contributions are used for the SUP Chapter Scholarship Fund.  

 

Entertainment was provided by Thad Stewart, a new member of SUP. He played his 

guitar and sang many Western songs as the members visited.  

 

Abe Young was the speaker for the 

evening and was introduced by Dean 

Terry.  Abe was a speech therapist 

for the Washington School District. 

He is now retired. Abe was born in 

Caliente, Nevada and raised in St. 

George. He obtained his Bachelors 

and Masters Degrees from the 

University of Utah.  His Great 

Grandfather, John R. Young came to 

Santa Clara in 1851. John R. Young 

was also a nephew of Brigham 

Young. 
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Abe began his presentation by playing his guitar and singing three pioneer songs from the 

early days of Dixie. They were St. George and the Dragon, Once I Lived in Cottonwood, 

and Come Girls, Come. 

 

Abe outlined the history of the pilot program for Extraction that took place in St. George. 

In the early 1970's, the Church was making an effort to encourage people to do more 

genealogical research because the temples were running out of names. In 1976, Elder L. 

Tom Perry challenged the local leaders to start providing as many names as they were 

doing in endowment work. At the time St. George was providing a few thousand names 

per year. The temple was doing over 200,000 endowments a year. 

  

In 1976 a letter was formulated 

and sent to Salt Lake by Abe 

Young, the St. George 

Genealogical Librarian, Dixon 

Graff, and President Kenneth 

Metcalf with their ideas on how a 

local extraction program could be 

conducted. Then they waited for 

a response. In April of 1977 

some Brethren from the Salt 

Lake Genealogical Society met 

with President Kenneth Metcalf, 

St. George Utah Stake President, 

President Truman Bowler, St. 

George Utah East Stake 

President, and Abe Young, the St. George Genealogical Librarian. They met in the 

Genealogical Library which at that time was located in the basement of the Visitors 

Center. The St. George proposal was to do a few thousand extractions per year. The Salt 

Lake proposal presented was to do hundreds of thousands of names per year. The Stake 

Presidents agreed to all that was proposed. Abeôs head began to swim, and his stomach 

began to turn. How could it possibly be accomplished? 

  

With funding from the local High Priestôs Quorums, the program was pulled together. 

They had to obtain space, equipment and supplies. When calls were extended to people to 

participate in the pilot program, a common response was, "Now I know why I moved to 

St. George." The program expanded rapidly, and soon calls were coming in from all over 

the country asking for information on the program. A book was compiled outlining the 

program, and it was sent in response to the inquiries. The result of the pilot program was 

hundreds of thousands of names each year. The fruits of this program as it expanded 

throughout the church can be seen by the proliferation of temples around the world. 

  

November: 

 

The November Dinner Meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter was held at Stahleiôs.    

President Stan Fisher presided and conducted the meeting.   
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New officers elected were: 

 

President Elect (President 2011)          Bob Thornley 

Community Involvement Director*     Wayne Pace 

Pioneer History Director*                    Don Burton 

Development, Fund Raising & Endowment Director*          Dean Terry 

 

*Directorôs serve for two years.  The balance of the officers will continue in their current 

positions.   

 

Entertainment was provided by the Rocky Mountain Review (a Barbershop quartet). 

The six numbers they sang were excellent.   

 

The guest speaker was J. L Crawford who is the nationôs oldest living National Park 

Ranger.  He is 95 years old.  He was born on a homestead in Zionôs Park that was 

originally settled by his grandfather, William R. Crawford.  It was located where Zionôs 

Park Headquarters now stands.  Brother Crawford recounted many of his memories while 

growing up in the area.  He told of the first car in Zionôs Canyon when his older brother 

was a teenager and J. L. was just a baby.  He then related memories as a teenager of the 

construction of the Zion tunnel.  His friendôs family was involved in the construction, so 

he got a closer look than most people did.  He worked on the CCC building roads in Zion  

and after that became a park ranger.   He 

talked about the importance of the timber 

industry in the development of the area.  He 

explained that the timber was up on the 

mountain tops.  They built a crane up on the 

top to lower the timber to the valley floor.  

Before that the timber was shipped in from 

Mt. Trumbull.   Zion became a National 

Park by act of Congress in 1919.  He talked 

about the early movies made in Zionôs Park 

starring Tom Mix and others.  He told how 

they conspired to get a picture taken with 

Tom Mix.  He shared many more memories 

about his lifetime spent in Zionôs Canyon.  J. 

L.has written several books about the history 

of the area. 

 

Kent Beus presented a pioneer history of his 

ancestor, George Washington Hill who was 

a stalwart convert and a missionary to the Indian people.  George was called by Brigham 

Young to serve as a missionary to the Indians which he did for many years, baptizing 

hundreds of them. 
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December: 

 

The December meeting was held at the Stahleiôs Town Hall on 15 December 2009.  

President Stan Fisher presided and conducted the meeting.   

 

Abe Young provided the musical entertainment for the evening.  He provided a Cowboy 

Christmas theme because of his love for Christmas and music by the Sons of the Pioneers  

 

singing group.  Abe sang several 

Christmas songs, told the story of the 

writing of ñFar, Far Away on Judeaôs 

Plainsò by John Macfarlane, a St. 

George resident. Abe also told a few 

Christmas stories new to most of those 

attending that touched our hearts and 

directed our focus to the birth of Jesus 

Christ as the central theme for the 

celebration of Christmas.  All in 

attendance joined in with Abe in singing 

ñSilent Night.ò   

 

 

 

At the meeting new officers, elected at the November meeting, were installed.  

 

President Elect (President 2011), Bob Thornley,  

Community Involvement Director, Wayne Pace,  

Pioneer History Director, Don Burton 

Development, Fund Raising & Endowment Director, Dean Terry.  

 

Robert Horrocks is the current 2009 Dixie Area Vice President and administered the oath 

of office to the new officers along with the balance of officers continuing in their current 

positions.   

 

Robert Thornley will be the President Elect during 2010 and will serve as President in 

2011. 

 

Wayne Pace will serve as the 2010 Community Involvement Director 

 

 

John Matthews will serve as the 

2010 Secretary. 

 

Stan Fisher was the 2009 President 

and will now serve in the 2010 Past 

President position. 
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David Summerhays will serve as the 2010 Communications Director. 

 

David Rogers will serve as the 2010 Trails & Landmarks Director. 

 

Don Burton will serve as the 2010 Pioneer History Director. 

 

Roland Lee will serve as the 2010 President for the Cotton Mission Chapter. 

 

Dean Terry will serve as the 2010 Development/Fundraising Director. 

 

Mel Duehlmeier will serve as the 2010 Treasurer. 

 

These men have served faithfully in the past and will do a superb job in carrying out the 

mission of the Sons of Utah Pioneers throughout this upcoming year. 

 

The SUP Mission is threefold: 

 

PRESERVE THE MEMMORY AND HERITAGE OF EARLY PIONEERS OF 

THE UTAH TERRITORY  ï We honor the pioneers for their faith in God; devotion to 

family; loyalty to church and country; hard work and service to others; courage in 

adversity; personal integrity; and unyielding determination. 

 

HONOR PRESENT-DAY PIONEERS - We honor these pioneers worldwide in many 

walks of life, who exemplify these same qualities of character. 

 

TEACH THESE QUALITIES TO THE YOUTH  ï Our efforts are focused on the 

youth who will be tomorrowôs pioneers. 
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Chapter Treks: 

 
March:  

 

On Saturday, March 14
th
, the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers 

organized a trek to Kanab and the surrounding areas.  On the way to Kanab, they stopped 

at Pipe Spring National Monument.  This area has long been and is now the home of the 

semi-nomadic Kaibab Paiutes.   In the 1870's the site became an outpost for the Mormon 

Church under the direction of Brigham Young.  ñWindsor Castleò was built to protect the 

ranch manager and his family from Navajo raids.  It consisted of two sandstone buildings 

facing a courtyard enclosed by walls and gates.  The main spring was inside the structure.  

The pioneers ran cattle on the Arizona Strip, and raised fruits and vegetables.  They also 

produced cheese and butter.  Every two weeks the three (3) day trip was made to St. 

George with supplies and cattle for the men building the St. George Temple.  Even before 

Windsor Castle was completed, the first telegraph station in Arizona was operational.  

The Deseret Telegraph kept the outpost in contact with other Mormon outposts and Salt  

 

Lake City.  From 1881 to 1923 

the trail past Pipe Spring was 

used by Mormon couples from 

Arizona as they traveled to be 

married in the St. George 

Temple.  Thus it was named the 

ñHoneymoon Trailò.   

 

The group then traveled to Kanab 

for lunch at the Parry Lodge.  In 

the early 1930's the Parry 

Brothers sold Hollywood on 

Kanab as a good site for movie 

making.  The Lodge housed 

scores of the top actors and 

actresses and directors from the 1930's to the 1970's   Then through the years they 

coordinated the locations, lodgings, transportation, horses and cattle, and extras from the 

town people.  Over the years there were over 300 films and TV movies produced in the 

area.  The Kanab area became known as ñLittle Hollywoodò.   

 

Five miles north of Kanab was our next stop, Moqui Cave.  We were met by Lex 

Chamberlain, the current owner and operator.  His father bought the cave in 1951 and 

started improving it.  The several rooms go 200 feet into the mountain.  Lex gave some 

very interesting and entertaining history of the cave and his father.  His father had periods  

in his life when he dedicated his time to specific tasks.  He played NFL football for the 

 


